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Lenten Midweek Worship 
Evening Prayer: Vespers 

 
 
DIALOGUE (ELW p. 309) 
The assembly stands. A large, lighted candle may be carried to its place. 

A dialogue may accompany or follow the procession. When it is sung, the following or a 
similar tone may be used, the assembly echoing the leader. 

 

 

If the hymn of light and thanksgiving for light are omitted, the service continues with 
the psalmody. 
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HYMN OF LIGHT (ELW p. 310) 
A hymn of praise to Christ the light (#229-231, 560-563) may be sung, during which 
candles may be lighted. When the large candle is used, other candles are lighted from 
its flame. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT (ELW p. 310) 
The leader and the assembly give thanks, using the following or another appropriate 
form.  
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PSALMODY (ELW p. 312) 
The psalmody begins with Psalm 141, a song of forgiveness and protection; Psalm 121; 
or another psalm appropriate for evening. 

 



6 
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SONG (ELW p. 313) 
Additional assembly song may follow the psalmody. A hymn appropriate to the time of 
day or the season is normally sung, the assembly standing. 

 
READINGS (ELW p. 313) 
The assembly is seated. 
The service includes one or more scripture readings. Each reading may be concluded 
with, “The word of the Lord,” or “Word of God, word of life.” 
The assembly responds, “Thanks be to God.” 
The reading of scripture is followed by silence for reflection. Other forms of reflection 
may also follow, such as brief commentary, teaching, or personal witness; non-biblical 
readings; interpretation through music or other art forms; or guided conversation 
among those present. 

The reflection may conclude with a scriptural dialogue. When it is sung, the following 
or a similar tone may be used, the assembly echoing the leader. 
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GOSPEL CANTICLE (ELW p. 314) 
The assembly stands to sing the gospel canticle for evening, the song of Mary, using the 
following or another musical version (#234–235; 251, 573, 723, 882). 
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PRAYERS (ELW p. 316) 
The assembly kneels or stands. The following litany or another form of the prayers 
may be sung or spoken. 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us | pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, 
and for the unity of all, let us | pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us | pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all may share, 
and for peaceful times, let us | pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For public servants, the government, and those who protect us; 
for those who work to bring peace, justice, healing, and protection 
in this and every place, let us | pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For those who travel, for those who are sick and suffering, 
and for those who are in captivity, let us | pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger, and need, 
let us | pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For  name/s and  all servants of the church, for this assembly, 
and for all people who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, 
let us | pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Other petitions may be added. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
A time of silence follows. 
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Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in the 
communion of  name/s and  all the saints, we commend ourselves, one another, and 
our whole life to you, 

through Christ our Lord. 
To you, O Lord. 
The litany may be followed by one or more additional prayers. 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with 
good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and 
your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
OR 

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works: give 
to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be 
set to obey your commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of 
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God forever. 
Amen. 
OR 

We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you 
have graciously protected us today. We ask you to forgive us all our sins, where we 
have done wrong, and graciously to protect us tonight. Into your hands we 
commend ourselves: our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. Let your holy angels 
be with us, so that the wicked foe may have no power over us. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 318) 
The Lord’s Prayer is sung or spoken. The leader may introduce the prayer. 

 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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BLESSING (ELW p. 319) 
 

 

The leader continues: 

 

 

A hymn may be sung. 

The greeting of peace may be shared by all. 
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